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PHILADELPHIA SCHOOLS 


SRC VOTES ITSELF OUT 


Diane Payne (center), a retired teacher from Mayfair Elementary School, and others rally outside the School District building before the 


School Reform Commission voted itself out of existence. The teachers’ union was solidly behind the move. 
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Vote is 3-1 with an abstention. Next: Expected state OK. 


By Kristen A. Graham and Maddie Hanna 
STAFF WRITERS 
he Philadelphia School Reform 
Commission is on its way to ex- 
tinction. 


cous crowd that had gathered to witness 
the moment. 

SRC Chair Joyce Wilkerson said the 
panel had made tough decisions that put 
the school system on sounder financial 


off, and even then won’t cease to exist 


until June 30, 2018, when a nine-member 


local board appointed by Mayor Kenney 
will replace it. Leaders emphasized that 
there would be little day-to-day change in 
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TAX OVERHAUL 


House 


OKs bill; 
hurdles 


await in 
Senate 


The two chambers have 
starkly different versions. 


By Lisa Mascaro 
and Jim Puzzanghera 
‘TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU 

WASHINGTON — House Republi- 
cans approved their sweeping tax- 
cut package Thursday, setting up a 
showdown with the Senate, where 
Republicans are struggling to win 
support for their own significantly 
different approach. 

Senate GOP leaders, after making 
some revisions this week, are fac- 
ing mounting dissent and criticism 
that their tax plan favors corpora- 
tions and the wealthy. An analysis 
by Congress’ bipartisan tax experts 
Thursday concluded the Senate 
plan would raise taxes for some of 
the poorest Americans by 2021. 

House Republicans passed their 
measure by a vote of 227-205, though 
13 Republicans voted no. 

Democrats were unified against the 
plan, and the Republican defections 
came from lawmakers in the North- 


The state-devised panel, the 

ruler of the School District for 16 

years, voted to dissolve itself Thursday 

night, declaring that the era of distress 
for the city’s schools was over. 

Immediately after the 3-1 vote, shouts, 

cheers, and chants of “the people united 


and academic footing. 

“Returning the district to Philadelphia 
will allow us to build on this progress and 
stability,” Wilkerson said. “The district is 
ready for its next phase, and Philadelphia 
is ready to take ownership of its schools.” 

The SRC will not be officially dissolved 


school or district operations, and said 
they prize stability and the leadership of 
Superintendent William R. Hite Jr. 

The dramatic vote capped a day of sign- 
waving jubilation among those who had 
long pushed for local control of city 
schools — the Philadelphia Federation of 


east and California, who were mostly 
concerned about the proposed elimi- 
nation of deductions for state and lo- 
cal income taxes and the capping of 
property-tax deductions at $10,000. 
The write-offs are widely used in their 


will never be defeated” arose from a rau- 


until the state education secretary signs 


See SRC on A10 


ANOTHER BLOW TO JUSTICE DEPARTMENT 


A mistrial for Menendez 


It has become harder to prove political bribery. The 
outcome leaves Democratic senator secure in his seat. 


By Andrew Seidman, 
Jeremy Roebuck, 
and Jonathan Tamari 
STAFF WRITERS 

NEWARK, N.J. — A federal 
judge on Thursday declared a 
mistrial in U.S. Sen. Bob Menen- 
dez's corruption case, leaving 
federal bribery charges against 


him unresolved and the New Jer- 
sey Democrat secure in his seat 
for now in a closely divided Sen- 
ate. 

The jury’s inability to reach a 
unanimous decision after seven 
days and 30 hours of delibera- 
tions also delivered a blow to the 
Justice Department, which has 


faced a number of high-profile 
setbacks to its efforts to prose- 
cute corruption cases since a 
2016 Supreme Court decision 
raised the bar for proving politi- 
cal bribery. 

The jury was split 10-2 in favor 
of acquitting Menendez and his 
codefendant, Florida eye doctor 
Salomon Melgen, according to 
one juror and an alternate who 
spoke to the other panelists after 

See MENENDEZ on A8 


U.S. Sen. Bob Menendez 
speaks to reporters outside 
the federal courthouse in 
Newark. ap 


— Undercover Gangster Part 5: 


The story so far: Damning cellphone records enable a cop to catch a cunning gunman, 
leading to a long-awaited trial. 
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By David 
Gambacorta 
STAFF WRITER 


NG 


n an 80-degree morning earlier this fall, Assistant District Attorney 

Cydney Pope and Detective Joe Murray made their way to Courtroom 

304, a stuffy, windowless box with gray walls inside the Justice 
Juanita Kidd Stout Center for Criminal Justice. 


Jury selection was scheduled to begin on the 
first day of Michael Lockhart’s trial for at- 
tempted murder. Murray figured he wouldn't 
need to take the stand to testify for another 
day or two, so he wore a dark zip-up jacket 
instead of his usual tailored suit. Pope was in 
a dark-blue blouse and skirt. 

In the two years since Lockhart was arrest- 
ed, a lot happened — and a lot didn’t happen. 

Murray’s uncle Dennis, the former Homi- 
cide Unit sergeant, had died in August the 
year before after a long, brutal battle with 
cancer. Dennis and his wife, Mary Anne, were 
Joe’s godparents, and close to their nephew. 


Mary Anne knew Joe longed to be in Homicide, 
but she worried about the unforgiving nature 
of the job. Uncle Dennis, meanwhile, would 
needle him: Joe, when are you going to Homi- 
cide? 

As for Pope, no matter how many text mes- 
sage threads she and Murray reviewed or state- 
ments they took, she couldn’t figure out what 
became of the three guns that had been stolen 
in 2015 from Jerry “Boog” Brooks, the head of 
a small West Philly drug gang. The disappear- 
ance of those weapons set in motion a wave of 
violence. = 

See TRIAL on A6 


high-tax districts. 

Ahead of the House vote, Presi- 
dent Trump traveled to Capitol Hill 
to bolster Republicans worried that 
if they didn’t pass tax reform, they 
would risk voter revolt in next 
year’s midterm election for failing 
to keep a major campaign promise, 

See TAXES on A9 
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Franken apologizes 
for 2006 incident 
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WEATHER 


High 50, Low 37 


AccuWeather report, D12 
Saturday 56|50 Monday 
Sunday 51|34 Tuesday 
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